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Ovmer: The Homan LTatholic Archhbishop of Sen Irancisco, a

&

Cerporation Sole,

Date of Lrection: Cornerstone of Church laid: April 25, 1782,

Church dedicated: April 3, 179L.
Builders: Tlanned by Spganish Ilisslonarles; constructed by
indian neophytes.

Present Condition: O0f the original group of buildings, the

Church alone remains., It is in excellent condition,
and, with the exception of minor additions and ex-
tensive repalirs, is the original bullding intact,.

Humber of Stories: One story with balcony.

‘ linterials of Construction: JValls, adobe, plastered cach side;
Tfloor, cement; cell;nn, woods roof trusses, stesl;
roof, tile. (Floor, trusses and exterior plaster
are recent; remainder is original.)

Other Existing Hecords: Bancroft, H.i,: Histeory of California.

Bolten, H.E.: The 3an Pranclisco Colony ~ U.C, 1231,
Sldredoe, ZeS.s The Beginnings of San Francisco.

a

% Vissionaries of Calile

et

ad

tasion

%]

bnglehard, Fr., Z.:

Information was also obtalined from photographs in

the Library of lthe fSocliety of Callfornla Ploneers:
Prom officials and Pecords of the Archdiocese, and

from the garchitect 2nd the bullders vho surnervised
and executed the restorations of 1916-1%.

‘ Additional Data: (Page 2, cbe.)
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Additlonal Data: San Pranciaco 3avy was discovered by the Tirst

ety in 17684, Tha site was »nod occupled

watbil the Anza colonizing expedition of 1776, The lission was
Tounded Dy Fasher Francisceo Palou oa Cetober 9 of thalt year

(=

It vas namsd for the founder and nabtron gaint of the Franciscan

Order, San Franclsco de Asls (Saint Francls of Assisi), Nearby

was a creel, which, because dlscovered on Viernes de Dolores,

or Friday of Sorrows {the Priday before Palm Sunday), Iad been

called Arroyo de los Dolores, From this arcse the name Delores

ch the Hission has been noepulariy knowm.

-

Ths pueblo (not founded until the Iouvrth decade of the nine-

teenth century) was originally called Yerba Duena, but later

1t was changed to 3an Francisco in order that the names of bay,

migsion and town might colneclde.

- 3

he orliginal chureh, bullt imnedistely alter the Tounding of

+3

the illssion, was, as customarily, a Ltemporary structure of logs

Q

newn tlvbers and glab

2}

nla;

tered with claw, «1{h a rooi thatcehed

o

with tules and grass,., Hecent excavabions carried on by Iarry

-

Downle and others tend to indiente that 14 was locoted o cone

bt

siderahle distance gouth of thre pregent milsslon chureh,

Cri Aoprll 25, 1732, the cornerstone was laid for the pommancnt

oy

chreh by Fr, Falou, who wwes 1n charge of tiwe ilission, The

Churech ilcated Anpil S, 1791 Ita valls were Touvr i
Orhureh was dediecated Anrid R 1757, ) al ere four foet

thick, tullt of sundrled adobe trlcl, wade Dy Indiens,of vlavra



by sixteen inches long and were laid up in c¢lay. The
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completed adobe structure was aboub Torty-Tour varas lonp and

thirteen vares wide. (Barly messurenents are given in berms

of the Hexlcan vara, cgulvalent to u1L9451V over thi t“ inches.

This measuremenu was also used in surveying grants and other
transferences ol property. A& large part of the survey of the
City of Samn Francisco was basged upon it, which accowmts for

the present uneven dimensions of {eek and inches of many par-

cels of property.)

o y CR) -

The original floor was of clay, burned brick, tile and wood,

A11 this has besn supplanted by o concrete floor, excent in

T
3
fas]
4]
-

baptistry, where a Jew of the old tile romain.

The roof trusses were of hwevwn lozs lashed together at the jolnits-

3
P
-
-4
j-ta

}

wlth rawnide, These Lrusses arg n place, although
stesl trusses have recently been Inserted actually to carry
Lhe loads, The original wood ceiling beams and planis are
also intact. As nails were not availa 1ble, wood negs made of

native hardwoods, such as manzaniba and madrone, were used

instead,

Abouvt 1794-5, handmade tlles were lald upon. the roof of the

mission as well as upon adjolning

et

Asastroved, It is a nopular lesend that these tiles were mold-

2

Trerwards cut

EJ

ed by the Indians over thelr bare thishs ar

-

to size and kllned, but thls secoms inherently improbable, in

view of the fact that the

+

ciles vary consid

=
'

crahly in shape,
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witlch would be imposgible to wmold in

w

s

o
o

and are often of g

this nanner.

About 1200, the reredés-was installed. This, together with
stabues of the Saints adorning 1t, was probably made In Spain
sad reached the lilsslon by way of lexico. Some histerians
rmaintain thaﬁ it came from an old church in liexico. It was
transported in sections overland on the backs of mules and
oxen, It is a_most extraordinary plece of Spanish DBarogue
decorative art, possibly without equal in North America, out-
side of ilexleco. It £ills the entire weast end of the church,
where 1ts exuberant richness contrasts brilliantly with the
archilectural simplicity of the bullding proper, At the time
of its installation it nmust have constibuted a sbartlingly
sophisticated phencmenon in a frontler sebtlement. It still

~
[}

retains the original pigments, staing, zold leal and lacguer
vith which Lt was Finlshed, Also remainins are the Lwo stalues

of Bt. francle and statues of 2t., Joachim, 3t. Yichael, Zanta

Clara s2nd Santa Ana,

{ K] . 3

Prior te the Insvellation of the present wood reredoes, two

nlernes in ths adobe wall 2t ihw vear of the sancbtuary gerved

in its steed, Mege can abhill e found behind bhe roredios
4 A K] PP P . R PR . - 1. -
vl Lhelr orisinal celor decorabions, These decorations are

of the same pattern and color as Lhie nresent side vwell decora-

The btwo side nlitors were made asd “rabtnlled about 1510,
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The south altar containg the statues Qf_Saﬂ Inls Rey and

o

San Bonaventura; the north oune, San Juan Capistrano, Sen’ #ﬁf

tonio and San Francisco Solano. The small shrine on the south o

wall containing the statue of 5t. Prarncis was madelocally in

P

1627, The carvinz is an fmitation of that on the reredos,

The old confessicnals are still In place in the slde wallsg.

i -

There 1s an old grave covered by a narble slab In the Tloor
of the chwrch, conteininy the remaing ol the Nee Tawmlly,
The remaling of Lieulenant Jowse lorana, firsht Commandant of

vried under the

[__l
-3
%
¢n
-
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I
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tie Presidio who died July 13,

Although the Fing of Spain hod promlsed to =zive tells to each
wission established, delay In the location and completion of

San Tranciaco 4

D

Asls preobalkly re

&)

alited in the presentation

of the first escuilon cr call bHell by llendoza, Viceroy of

cexico, as is name and the dat

o

g, 1782, are cast in the bell,

g
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;vio larrer bells, each dated 1787, were inshalled,
Tre Jirst Lell was oriiinally arranged te swing, bub all the

bells are now stationary, »olted and lashed in place with

rawhide, The iron clanrers arc modern and are onerabsd Trom

the chwreh floor by cords,

e old ceometery adjiolns the souvtir side ol Liwe chureh and is

‘)

e burial place of a nupiber of plonesrs, ilany of the graves are
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- unmarked, The oldest marked grave, 1830, 18 that of Don Luis'

Arguello, first governqr of Alta California under the ilexlican

regine,

At tﬁe helght of its prosperity, during the periocd ol about

1814, to 1824, the llission property extended six leaguss north
and south and three leagues east and west, The buildings formed
a gquadrangle, the church and dwelling of the 9aﬁres.ocoupying two
sides of the southeast corner, Tihe balance of the bulldings

were uscd for a pobtery shop, storerooms and other reguirvements,

A daguerreotype of about 1249, in the Turrill cellectlion, now
in possession of the Soelety of California Pliloneers, shows the
ast wing still slanding at a risht angle to the church and Ime-
mediately adjieirning its east facade on the north, Apart from
this group of buildings and separated from them by a gpacious
plaza were the dwellings of the neosphytes and soldlers arranged

in re~ular order, The Presidio supplied suards, the soldiers

and thelr Tamilies belng guarbterved In these Dulldings.

IIven hei'ore the secularization ¢f the missions and the creatlon

of the pruebles in 1834, this llission had begun to detsriorate,

Although the church remalned intaci, the otler huildings vere

.

—

sreatly encrosched uwpon by intruders and settlers who had elther

o}

gouatbed upon the land or had specliougly bought or leased it at

the instance of Covernors Filco, ilvarado and others, and thelr

cormigsioners,

Thesc proceedlings were a rart o0 the screme for conliscation

which was declared i1llegal by the U, 5, Zupreme Court after
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‘California was admitted to the Union. The s1tuation wa.s rec-f

tified by ?resident Jémes Buchanah' who under act of Congress
granted and coaveyed the remaining brobertles in acCordaﬁcé with
surveys made by U, 8. Land O0ffice, in trust to Bishop Sadoc
Alemany, on March 3, 1858, (The Church is at present in the pos-
session of the Roman Catholic Church of San Francisco,) Portioﬁs
of the old mission were converted into a refectory, dance hall,
and adjacent properlty was occupled by saloons, a brewvery, gam-
bling halis. Cock-~Tighting, benr-fizhting and horse racing wers
carried on nearby. The whole settlement around the Church bew
came & resort and omnibuses and carry-alls were rin Trom the
lower portvions Qf the town and elsewhere over specially constrﬁcu

tod plank roads,

Lx 4

About 126G, the inbterior of the Chureh vas wiltewashed over the
decorations, and a wooden altar of infericr desirn, palinted white,
was crected on the sanchtuary platlorm. ILaber the wh fewash was. .
resoved, rortunately withouwt material danaze 1o the decorations,

he reredoa vepaired and metal rail-

&

o

A new altar wag also seb up,

g3 dnstalled arornd the ganctuary and on the balcony Front.

On Jviy 4, 1876, a larpge brick ehurer just north of the 1T
dicented, Lf was 3o hadly damaged by the oreat

carthnguare of 10606 that 1t Lad to te razed, bul tie old mission

Artowt A0N¢, a group of Ban Franciscans undertool Lo restore the
rool of the Church, Witk Bhe annrovael of the liost Heverend

ne

Bdvard J. Hanna, Archbishop of San Pranciaco, thls work was



exeacubed under the direction ¢of the late

tect, of San Francisco., 4 complet

serted in the building,

lins and celling hanpgers, carricd

o
in the adobe walls

Toundationg. The chase

the extericor walls plastered, All

E

without disturbing the original co

ilor adobe walls, wood celling,
rafters and rool sheathling were us
Tect at the gable overhangs. The
tiles relaid. Breakage and extra
up_by tiles orizinally itaken from
tonio de Fadua and wused, first on
Hide-Winter Falr of 1863, and subse

Tic railroad stabtlion ab

consiasting of
from the outside, and supported on

en

and wood ool trusses,

s} LA
Burlingamc,
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Wil}is Polk, archi-

e steel framework was in-
seven Lrusses with pur-
onn columns let into chases
concrete
f1lled in vith concrete and
this wovrk was accmaplished.
natruction, including inter-

Hew wood

the out-pulldings and the cemetery wall were new.

According to the records of the CiL
Francisco, the present slrects of

tablished by survey of the United

ed, except for about twenty
rool tiles are the original
tile requirements were made
the ahandoned XMigsicn San An-
Luildings of the California
quen tbly on the Southern FPaci-
California. "he tiles on
ty ¥nglneer's ofilce in San
the Missglion District were egw

States Land 0ffice, and approvad

by the Board of Supervisors and the liayor on Jarmary 30, 1366
The work ¢f grading Dolores Streect, unon wich the Crurch Taces,
was ordered August £, 1801, This necesgltatoed additional brick
underninning Yor the facade of the Chureh and a {lisht of steps
at the entrance, cligrmes wilch consideralb altered the orlginal
proportionsg, It alsc neccsslitaicd the setting Tack ol the cere-
tery walla, which encroached upon the Jvosent zidewalls
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At presenﬁ Lhe cbzrch iz in good repaiy and msqpen to vi SltOTS
a8 g rcl*c,-but is ﬁsed_cnly on speclal;ccca31on8. "The offlces

£ gl

.

of the church are performed in the large concrete bulldin
joining on the north, which replaced the brick clhurch destroyed

in the earthaualte of 1906,

As has been brought out above, the lilssion was bullt of crude
materials (adobe and 5and—hewn timber), by unskilled Indian
1350?; A8 a result, lines and surfaces are untrue to a degree
that wakes the problem of measurement oxtremely difflicult, Dis-

,\

nireguen tly Dro&vce s difference of as many incheg In

',v:.

olaccrent of the tape in any direction by a few feect nay no
7

sion read, It is for this reason that the drawings, with the
exceptlon of those at the smallest scales, have in general bheen

gxacubted with Tros hand lines.
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